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Devolution process 

appoints

1992
Signature of the Treaty

on European Union

March 1998
Italy deemed eligible to 

join the Euro-zone in 1999

Since law no. 142 of 1990, law no. 81 of 1993,
law 277/1993 (Chamber of Deputies) and law 276/1993 (Senate)

1990
National law

no. 142 confirms the
principle of the statutory

autonomy of local
authorities; new distribution

of powers; creation of
metropolitan areas

and "upland
authorities"

appoints

appoints

appoints
President 

of the Republic
Prime 

Minister
Parliament

Senate of the Republic
- 315 members elected for 5 years by direct universal
  suffrage (75% by majority system and 25% by
  a proportional system calculated at regional level)
- Life senators appointed by the President of the 
  Republic
- Former presidents of the Republic

Chamber of deputies
- 630 members elected for 5 years by direct universal 
  suffrage (75% by majority system and 25% by 
  proportional system)

 
Government commissioner
appointed by decree of the President of the Republic on a proposal from 
the Council of Ministers, having heard the Minister of the Interior and the 
Minister for Regional Affairs (Art.13 of law no. 400/1988), resides in the
capital of the region and performs State administrative functions

5 “special statute” Regioni (regions)
and 2 autonomous provinces: Bolzano and Trento

15 “ordinary”  Regioni (regions) 
conducts

a priori checks
 (legality)

Government
Ministries

Legislative Decree n° 300/1999:
twelve senior ministers

form the "cabinet"
(Council of Ministers)

Minister
of the

Interior

Consiglio regionale 
(Regional Council)
Legislative and supervisory powers 
President of the Regional council

President of the Region: elected by direct universal 
suffrage, represents the region,  promulgates regional 
laws and regulations. Giunta regionale (Regional 
Government): appointed and dissolved by the President 
of the Region. The President of the Region leads the 
Regional Government in its work

 

President 
elected by 
universal
direct suffrage

100 Province (provinces) 

Consiglio provinciale (Provincial council)
elected by universal direct suffrage; 
provides general policy guidance only
(Art.32 of law no. 142/1990); decision-making
 body, approves budget estimates and 
disbursement

 Provincial administration

Giunta 
(executive committee)
has wide-ranging powers to implement its 
own guidelines

8100 Comuni (local municipalities)

Consiglio (municipal council) 
elected by universal direct suffrage, majority 
system if population < 15,000 inhabitants,
proportional system if population 
> 15,000 inhabitants.
Has general powers and approves budgets. 
Decision-making body

Giunta
(executive committee)
appointed by the mayor, 
who delegates some powers 
to it;
acts in accordance with 
the Council's guidelines

Sindaco (Mayor)
in communes with populations 
of over 15,000, elected by 
a two-round system with absolute
majority; where the population 
is under 15,000, the mayor 
is elected by a majority system

Municipal administration

Comunità montane 
(upland authorities)
Upland authority associations are unions 
of municipalities; they comprise upland 
municipalities and partially upland 
municipalities, and can even be in different 
provinces. The executive committee 
representatives are elected by the municipal 
councils of the member communes; 
the Comunità montane are local authorities 
comprising groups of communes; 
the council appoints the executive 
committee (Giunta) and its President

Regional monitoring committee 
Made up of commissioners appointed by the 
Regional Council and by the Government Commissioner
watchdog role vis-à-vis local authorities

The Parliament and a delegation of regional 
councillors elect the President of the Republic

conducts
a priori checks

(legality)

conducts
a posteriori checks 
(legality)

conducts a posteriori checks (legality)

Regional council appoints some     members of the regional monitoring committee

31 March 1994
Presidential decree covering 

guidance and co-ordination of 
overseas activities by the 
autonomous provinces 

and regions

1972
Community 

of the central Alps
(ARGE-ALP: D, I, A, CH),
cross-border co-operation 

1978
Community of the eastern Alps 

(ALPE-ADRIA: I, A, SLO, H, D, CH, HR),
co-operation in the framework 

of regional autonomy, 
regional planning

1980
European outline convention
on transfrontier co-operation

between territorial communities
or authorities, Madrid

April 1982
Community of the

western Alps (F, CH, I): 
cross-border co-operation

1989
Law of 9 March 1989 on
Italys involvement in the
Community regulatory

process, and procedures for
implementing Community

obligations

1990
Creation of the 

Menton-Ventimiglia semi-public
company (F/I): joint initiatives
and cross-border co-operation

1994
Law of 22 February 1994 

on fulfilment of the obligations 
resulting from Italy's 
membership of the 

European Communities

Consiglio regionale (Regional Council): 
80% of members elected by direct universal 
suffrage, 20% elected on the list of the 
President of the Region. Legislative and 
supervisory powers

President of the Region elected by direct universal 
suffrage, represents the region, promulgates regional 
laws and regulations. Giunta regionale (Regional 
Government), appointed and dissolved by the 
President of the Region The President of the Region 
leads the Regional Government in its work

9 Aree
metropolitane 
(metropolitan areas) 
law no. 142 established 
nine metropolitan areas,
whose definitive powers 
have been defined by 
the Legislative decree 
no. 267/2000 
(art. 22 and 23)

monitors government activity

2000
Giuliano Amato becomes Prime
Minister (23/4/2000-10/6/2001)

1/5/1999
Entry into force of 

the Amsterdam Treaty

1998
Massimo D’Alema becomes Prime
Minister (27/10/1998-18/12/1999)

2 October 1997
Signature of the 

Amsterdam Treaty

1996
The "Ulivo" center-left coalition, Romano Prodi
becomes Prime Minister (18/5/1996-9/10/1998)

1994
 Right-wing coalition, Silvio Berlusconi becomes 

Prime Minister (10/5/1994-22/12/1994

1/11/1993
Entry into force of the Treaty

on European Union (Maastricht)

1984
New concordat 

between State and church

1978
Kidnapping and execution of 

former Prime Minister Aldo Moro

1970
Far-left acts of terrorism 

and the “strategy of tension”

1957
Italy joins the EEC

1955
Italy joins

the UN
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Current situation as of 11 June 2001

1993
National

law no. 81
 introduces the

direct election of
mayors and 
provincial
presidents

1997
Law no. 127/97

abolishes a priori
control of local 

authorities’
measures

1999
Constitutional
law no. 1/99

Direct election
of presidents of
(ordinary-status)

regions, and
statutory

autonomy

1970
Italo-Austrian Pact

 on “Süd-Tirol”

1997
Law 59/1997

acceleration and
transfer of functions

and duties to the
regions,communes

and provinces
 Listing of State

powers

1998
Legislative

decree 112/1998
implementing
administrative

decentralisation

26 February 2001
Signature of the
Treaty of Nice

11 June 2001
Silvio Berlusconi

becomes Prime Minister

Constitutional
Law n° 2/2001

Extension of direct
election of President

of the Region by direct
universal suffrage to
special-status regions

and extension of statutory
autonomy. Valle d'Aosta
and Bolzano retain old

electoral system.

Revision
of Title V of

the Constitution
Federalism
reinforced

2000
Legislative

decree 267/2000
Single law

on local
authorities

The government must enjoy the confidence of Parliament

supervision

Law 52/1996
The regions are
allowed to open
liaison offices

in Brussels

Historical 
Background

2-3  June 1946
- First free elections since 1921

- Women receive the right to vote
- Referendum: 54.3% in favour of a Republic

June 1952
Italy joins
the ECSC

1949
  Italy joins

NATO

1 January 1948
The Italian Constitution

enters into force

10 June1946
Proclamation
of a Republic

1861
Unification

of Italy

1929
Normalisation of relations

 between Italy and the Vatican

1922
Benito Mussolini,
 Prime Minister

1919
Italy obtains Trento, South

Tyrol, Trieste and Friuli

1972
and 1977
 Transfer of 

administrative and 
state powers to the 
"ordinary" regions
and to the local 

authorities

1861
Unification 

of Italy

1934
 Law on

 communes 
and 

provinces

1946 - 1963
Establishment 

of five
 "special statute"

 regions

1953
National law

 no. 62:
 ordinary statutory

 autonomy for
 the

 regions

1968
Law n° 108 

establishes
 the system 
for electing
 regional 
councils

1970
First election

of regional councils
of the 15

ordinary-status
regions

Powers

Evolution
of powers

15 May 1946
Special status of Sicily

1943
Fall of the

fascist regime

1870
Rome as

capital city

1944
 Single text

on local
authorities

1865
 First national

legislation
on local

authorities

Prefect 
represents the State 
at local level, 
responsible for public 
safety and urgent 
measures.
Supervisory authority 
for local authority 
bodies


